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Footprint
Startup Signals - October 2026

A Startup signal on Footprint, the US maker of fiber-based packaging: its acquisition of Transcend's
PE-free cup, lid and straw platform, and the hiring ahead of the start of its Poland plant. Read for a
mid-sized packaging manufacturer that converts film, paper and board for food, beverage and

consumer goods brands. Two signals from one cycle.

# SIGNAL CONFIDENCE HORIZON STATUS

Footprint announced it has acquired Transcend's PE-free cup, Short-term
1 lid and straw platform; Transcend's Wales plant makes the Medium Verified
. - (3-12 months)
cups while Footprint's Poland plant ramps

Footprint's Poland cup plant, first planned for 2024, is still Medium Short-term Review

2 hiring line operators ahead of an autumn 2026 start (3-12 months)

Every signal rests on two or more dated events. Confidence is published as a band. Where a signal sits below High, the reasoning names
the evidence that is missing. Status says where the evidence stands: Verified, Review, or Inconclusive — we looked, and the evidence
does not yet support a firmer call.
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EZASSI Signals

SIGNAL 1 OF 2
Footprint announced it has acquired Transcend's PE-free cup, lid

and straw platform; Transcend's Wales plant makes the cups
while Footprint's Poland plant ramps

MEDIUM Short-term (3-12 months) - Partnerships & Ecosystem - Verified

On July 21, 2026, Footprint announced the acquisition of Transcend Packaging's PE-free hot and
cold cup platform, with paper lids and straws, which uses a mineral coating in place of a PE lining.
Terms and closing date were not disclosed. Transcend co-founders Lorenzo Angelucci and Gabriel
Fysh joined Footprint as President, Europe, and Managing Director, Business Development Europe.
Transcend makes cups in Wales for Footprint customers while Footprint scales the cups in Poland,

with North America to follow.

REASONING
The deal and the two hires were one announcement on one day, reported by Business Wire and Packaging

Europe. A second event shows the new European team at work: Footprint's newsroom reported that CEO
Corey Berends, Gabriel Fysh and Channing Nuss, Vice President of Regulatory Affairs, Europe, presented at
the European Foodservice Summit in Madrid. No customer, contract or volume is named in any source. The
company says the cup has been independently tested; Packaging Europe notes that no test body is named.
The band is held at Medium because the build-out is clear but no customer is.

PATTERN
July 21, 2026: Footprint announced the acquisition of Transcend's PE-free cup, lid and straw platform, the

appointment of Angelucci and Fysh, and a manufacturing partnership under which Transcend makes cups in
Wales for Footprint customers and keeps serving its UK and Ireland customers. July 24, 2026: Packaging
Europe published its report on the acquisition. Later in 2026: Footprint's newsroom reported Berends, Fysh
and Nuss presenting the session "Packaging at a Crossroads" at the European Foodservice Summit in Madrid.

IMPLICATION
Footprint now has a PE-free cup in production, a European team led by the people who built it, and a plant in

Poland to scale it. Foodservice and grocery customers in Europe are the target, and none is named yet. A
converter that supplies those customers with cups may see Footprint in its next tenders.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
Before Q1 2027 cup tenders, ask your European foodservice and grocery customers whether Footprint has

quoted them, and whether the supply offered is made in Wales or in Poland.

SOURCES & WHAT THEY SIGNAL

e Business Wire — Footprint Expands Into PE-Free Cups, July 21, 2026 — The acquisition, the two
appointments, the Wales partnership and the Poland and North America plan; terms not disclosed.

e Packaging Europe — Footprint acquires recyclable, compostable paper cups with mineral coating, July 24,
2026 — Trade press report of the deal; notes that the testing claim names no test body.

e Footprint — Footprint Expands Into PE-Free Cups with Proven Alternative to Plastic-Lined Paper Cups, July
21, 2026 — Footprint's own release on the cup, lid and straw platform.
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https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260721305126/en/
https://news.footprintus.com/en/footprint-expands-into-pe-free-cups-with-proven-alternative-to-plastic-lined-paper-cups
https://news.footprintus.com/en/footprint-expands-into-pe-free-cups-with-proven-alternative-to-plastic-lined-paper-cups
https://www.packagingeurope.com/news/footprint-acquires-recyclable-compostable-paper-cups-with-mineral-coating/14531.article
https://www.packagingeurope.com/news/footprint-acquires-recyclable-compostable-paper-cups-with-mineral-coating/14531.article
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e Footprint — Footprint Brings Industry Perspective to the European Foodservice Summit — Berends, Fysh and
Nuss presenting in Madrid.
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https://news.footprintus.com/en/footprint-brings-industry-perspective-to-the-european-foodservice-summit
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SIGNAL 2 OF 2

Footprint's Poland cup plant, first planned for 2024, is still hiring
line operators ahead of an autumn 2026 start

MEDIUM Short-term (3-12 months) - Capacity & Operations - Review

Production at Footprint's plant in Piekary Slaskie, Poland, was first planned for 2024. A regional
newspaper reported on July 30, 2026 that recruitment began in 2025, paused and restarted, and
that the first products, likely paper cups, are expected in autumn 2026. Footprint's site page still
says "Opening in 2026". Its jobs feed lists 13 open roles at the site, published between April 29 and
October 1, 2026.

REASONING
Hiring is the clearest public indicator of the ramp. The open roles include flexographic press, printing press,

straw line and production operators, plus maintenance, planning, process engineering and quality control.
That is a site staffing its lines. Footprint's site page describes the 46,000 m? plant as its main manufacturing
facility in Europe. Status is Review because no source gives a date for first production or for commercial
output.

PATTERN
2024: production at Piekary Slaskie was first planned to start. April 29, 2026: flexographic press operator role

published. June 1, 2026: printing press and straw line operator roles published. July 21, 2026: Footprint
announced that Transcend's Wales plant will make cups for Footprint customers while Poland ramps, with no
end date given. July 27, 2026: production operator role published. July 30, 2026: Super Express Slask
published its report on the plant. September 8, 2026: maintenance technician and production planner roles
published. September 22, 2026: operations manager and process engineer roles published. October 1, 2026:
quality controller role published.

IMPLICATION
Footprint has said Transcend's plant in Wales makes cups for its customers while the Poland plant ramps, and

has given no end date. Where supply comes from matters to a customer comparing lead times and capacity,
and to a converter competing for the same cup business.

RECOMMENDED ACTION
By January 2027, ask shared European customers whether any Footprint cup or straw supply they are offered

is made in Poland or in Wales. Recheck Footprint's jobs feed each month for new line roles at Piekary Slaskie.

SOURCES & WHAT THEY SIGNAL
e Super Express Slask — Wielka fabryka w Piekarach Slaskich gotowa do startu. Firma szuka ludzi, July 30

2026 — First planned for 2024; recruitment paused and restarted; first products expected in autumn 2026.
e Footprint — Footprint Piekary — "Opening in 2026"; 46,000 m?*; main manufacturing facility in Europe.

e Footprint — Careers — Footprint's careers page, with open roles in Piekary Slaskie.

e Business Wire — Footprint Expands Into PE-Free Cups, July 21, 2026 — Wales makes cups for Footprint
customers while Poland ramps.
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https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20260721305126/en/
https://www.footprintus.com/careers
https://www.footprintus.com/piekary
https://www.se.pl/slask/wielka-fabryka-w-piekarach-slaskich-gotowa-do-startu-firma-szuka-ludzi-aa-8KXm-x4j2-RA9H.html
https://www.se.pl/slask/wielka-fabryka-w-piekarach-slaskich-gotowa-do-startu-firma-szuka-ludzi-aa-8KXm-x4j2-RA9H.html
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SET UP A SIGNAL ON YOUR QUESTION

Your question, checked every cycle.

These signals came from one cycle of Ezassi Signals. Name a company, a market or a regulation, and Ezassi
Signals checks it every cycle, whether or not anyone opens the platform. Every signal arrives rated for

confidence and horizon, with the dated events behind it and the sources that carry the weight.

See all the samples and tell us your question at ezassi.com/ezassi-signals-sample-library.

info@ezassi.com - ezassi.com
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