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EZASSI SIGNALS

Next-Generation Probiotics and
Postbiotics

Commercial Signals - October 2026

Four signals from a Commercial watch on probiotic and postbiotic products: the formats brands are
launching, the manufacturing capacity being built for them, and the strain approvals that decide
what can be made. Each signal rests on two or more dated events and carries a confidence band, a

time horizon and a verification status. Implications are written for contract manufacturers.

# SIGNAL CONFIDENCE HORIZON STATUS

Multiple 2026 commercial launches position heat-killed and Short-term
1 pasteurized postbiotics across gummies, RTD, bars and UHT Medium Review
formats, removing live-culture processing constraints 3-12 months

Vitaquest's doubled encapsulation capacity and VitaWorks-Phlex Short-term
2 acquisition show competitors assembling integrated dry-format High Verified

probiotic platforms in early 2026 3-12 months
Strain-specific GRAS decisions issued in 2026 for spore-forming
3 Heyndrickxia coagulans and multiple Bifidobacterium strains signal High Short-term Review
a regulatory environment that gates access by named strain, not 8 3-12 months
species
Brand launches are extending probiotic formats beyond digestive
les int inal les, oral strips, i d . Short-term .
4 capsules into vaginal capsules, oral strips, eye gummies an Medium Review
retailer-exclusive effervescents, each requiring distinct 3-12 months

manufacturing qualifications

Confidence bands: High, Medium, Low. Most signals land in Medium, where the other side could still be argued. Status shows the
weakest verification tag across a signal's facts.
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EZASSI Signals

SIGNAL 1 OF 4
Multiple 2026 commercial launches position heat-killed and pasteurized

postbiotics across gummies, RTD, bars and UHT formats, removing live-
culture processing constraints

MEDIUM Short-term (3-12 months) First Deployments & Adoption Supply & Production Readiness

Demand & Narrative Formation Review

Named ingredient launches in 2026 — Thryvia and EYEMUSE in a gummy application — signal that brand
owners are beginning to specify non-viable postbiotic inputs specifically to escape cold-chain and heat-
sensitivity limits, opening gummies, shelf-stable beverages and bars to brands that previously could not use
live cultures in those formats. A third launch, Samyang Roundsquare's Spindle Muscle+ featuring pasteurized
Akkermansia MYO, points in the same direction but its launch date could not be confirmed from available

sources.

REASONING

Two dated commercial events point the same way, and a third is consistent but its date is unconfirmed:
Superbrewed Food's August 19 2026 commercial launch of Thryvia (heat-killed, non-viable Clostridium
tyrobutyricum, FDA GRAS GRN 1129), explicitly targeting capsules, powders, gummies, bars, drinks and UHT
formats; and Kyowa Hakko's March 5 2026 announcement of EYEMUSE (heat-treated Lacticaseibacillus paracasei
KW3110) appearing in the Eye-Mazen Gummy. Additionally, Samyang Roundsquare launched Spindle Muscle+
containing pasteurized Akkermansia MYO, positioned as shelf-stable for up to two years, though the specific
launch date is unconfirmed in the sources reviewed. All three events independently choose a non-viable form
precisely to make the ingredient compatible with processing conditions that kill live bacteria. Taken together they
indicate that heat-stability is becoming a specified ingredient attribute, not just a background characteristic.
Confidence is Medium rather than High because no independent evidence of retailer placement volumes, contract-
manufacturing demand already received, or a named third-party contract manufacturer was found in the current
findings.

PATTERN

Superbrewed Food commercially launched Thryvia (heat-killed Clostridium tyrobutyricum, GRAS GRN 1129) on
August 19 2026, listing gummies, bars, drinks, shelf-stable and UHT formats as applications. Kyowa Hakko
announced on March 5 2026 that EYEMUSE, a heat-treated postbiotic, was featured in the Eye-Mazen Gummy by
Zen Nutrients — described as the first postbiotic eye gummy. Samyang Roundsquare launched Spindle Muscle+
containing pasteurized Akkermansia MYO, with a stated two-year room-temperature shelf life; the specific launch
date was not confirmed in the sources reviewed and should be verified.

IMPLICATION

Brand customers will begin submitting projects using postbiotic ingredients for gummies, stick packs, and shelf-
stable beverage formats where live-culture specs were previously prohibitive. A contract manufacturer without
validated stability protocols for non-viable ingredients in high-moisture or high-temperature processes will lose
those programs to competitors who have run pilots.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

By Q4 2026 request technical dossiers from Superbrewed Food (Thryvia), Kyowa Hakko (EYEMUSE), and any
Akkermansia MYQO distributor, then run pilot trials in at least one gummy and one shelf-stable format before
quoting the first commercial program.
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SOURCES & WHAT THEY SIGNAL

e Superbrewed Food launches Thryvia postbiotic ingredient Names Thryvia's commercial launch date of August 19 2026,

heat-killed non-viable form, GRAS GRN 1129 status, and specific target formats including gummies, bars, UHT and shelf-
stable beverages.

e Kyowa Hakko — EYEMUSE postbiotic featured in postbiotic eye gummy Dates the March 5 2026 launch of the Eye-Mazen
Gummy using heat-treated Lacticaseibacillus paracasei KW3110, showing a postbiotic in commercial gummy format.

e Prepared Foods — postbiotic and probiotic product developments Corroborates Thryvia launch and FDA 'no questions'
response under GRN 1129; describes intended use in foods, beverages and supplements including UHT formats.

October 2026 cycle - October 2026 - 822 A1A North, Suite 310, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082  Page 3


https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/superbrewed-food-launches-thryvia-the-first-shelf-stable-protein-derived-postbiotic-for-digestive-and-immune-health-formulations-302855271.html
https://www.preparedfoods.com/articles/keyword/12801-postbiotics
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/kyowa-hakkos-eyemuse-postbiotic-featured-in-the-worlds-first-postbiotic-eye-gummy-302705786.html
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SIGNAL 2 OF 4
Vitaquest's doubled encapsulation capacity and VitaWorks—-Phlex

acquisition show competitors assembling integrated dry-format probiotic
platforms in early 2026

HIGH Short-term (3-12 months) Supply & Production Readiness Capital & Corporate Activity

First Deployments & Adoption Verified

Two independent capacity moves in early 2026 — Vitaquest opening a dedicated probiotic suite with four
encapsulation rooms and VitaWorks acquiring Phlex for powder, stick-pack, pouch and packet infrastructure
— show that competitors are building integrated platforms for dry probiotic and postbiotic formats faster
than the market may expect.

REASONING

Both events are independently sourced from company announcements, they are dated within the same calendar
quarter (February and April 2026), and each describes a concrete operational change — new rooms, new
equipment, new square footage — rather than an intention. Vitaquest's announcement on February 2 2026
explicitly states a 100 percent increase in probiotic capacity and describes the facility as handling live cultures with
low-moisture, temperature-controlled manufacturing. VitaWorks' April 19 2026 acquisition of Phlex explicitly adds
high-speed powder filling, pouching, stick-pack and packet production with a probiotic and effervescent
manufacturing description. Taken together they show two contract manufacturers building the exact dry-format
infrastructure that brands will seek for shelf-stable probiotic and postbiotic products in 2026-2027. A
manufacturer that cannot match these capabilities risks losing programs. Confidence is High because both sources
are primary company announcements; the one limitation is that neither source names actual brand programs won
or volumes committed.

PATTERN

Vitaquest announced on February 2 2026 the opening of a dedicated probiotics suite with two blending rooms and
four encapsulation rooms, stating a 100 percent increase in probiotic capacity and describing low-moisture,
temperature-controlled live-culture handling. A July 24 2026 Vitaquest page confirms that the suite supports shelf-
stable products and describes two-year stability attributed to stable strains, potency overages and controlled
manufacturing. VitaWorks announced on April 19 2026 the acquisition of Phlex, adding high-speed powder filling,
pouching, stick-pack and packet production plus probiotic and effervescent manufacturing capability across more
than 450,000 square feet in Arizona, New Jersey and Florida.

IMPLICATION

The dry-format probiotic and postbiotic space is being claimed by well-capitalized competitors. A contract
manufacturer that cannot document equivalent encapsulation, low-moisture blending, powder filling, and stick-
pack capability will face a credibility gap when brands compare proposals.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

By Q1 2027 conduct a formal gap audit comparing the facility's encapsulation room hours, blending capacity,
environmental controls, powder-filling equipment, and validated two-year stability data against the capabilities
publicly described by Vitaquest and VitaWorks-Phlex, then address the highest-impact gaps before the next
bidding cycle.
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SOURCES & WHAT THEY SIGNAL

e Vitaguest International — opens world-class probiotics suite Dates the February 2 2026 opening, names the two
blending rooms and four encapsulation rooms, and states the 100 percent capacity increase and upstream
granulation/drying capability.

e VitaWorks acquires Phlex — integrated health and wellness manufacturing platform Dates the April 19 2026 acquisition,
names high-speed powder filling, pouching, stick-pack and packet capacity, and explicitly includes probiotic and
effervescent manufacturing in the combined platform.

e Vitaguest — probiotic supplement manufacturing services Confirms the suite supports shelf-stable probiotic products
and attributes two-year stability to stable strains, potency overages, low-moisture processing and temperature control.
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https://vitaquest.com/probiotic-supplement-manufacturing-services/
https://www.prweb.com/releases/vitaworks-acquires-phlex-to-build-one-of-the-industrys-most-advanced-fully-integrated-health--wellness-manufacturing-platforms-302746455.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2026/02/02/3230070/0/en/Vitaquest-International-LLC-Opens-World-Class-Probiotics-Suite.html
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SIGNAL 3 OF 4
Strain-specific GRAS decisions issued in 2026 for spore-forming

Heyndrickxia coagulans and multiple Bifidobacterium strains signal a
regulatory environment that gates access by hamed strain, not species

HIGH Short-term (3-12 months) Standards, Regulatory & Market Access Supply & Production Readiness

Ownership & IP Position Review

Four FDA 'no questions' responses issued between March and August 2026 for named probiotic strains —
including a spore-forming Heyndrickxia coagulans preparation and two distinct Bifidobacterium animalis
subsp. lactis strains — confirm that regulatory clearance is strain-level, not genus-level, creating a

documentation burden for contract manufacturers that source generically.

REASONING

The evidence comes directly from FDA's GRAS notice inventory and a published FDA response letter — primary
regulatory sources with unambiguous dates and strain designations. GRN 1283 (Heyndrickxia coagulans BC99, FDA
response March 18 2026) is supported by the downloadable FDA letter. GRN 1303 (Bifidobacterium animalis subsp.
lactis CGMCC5470, May 11 2026) and GRN 1317 (B. animalis subsp. lactis CGMCC18610, August 20 2026) appear in
the FDA GRAS inventory, as does a March 31 2026 decision for Lactiplantibacillus plantarum CGMCC 6312. The
pattern these four decisions together create — strain-specific rather than species-wide clearance — is a regulatory
signal that directly shapes what documentation a contract manufacturer must collect before committing
production capacity. Confidence is High because the sources are FDA primary records; the small residual
uncertainty is that the findings do not confirm which brands will use these specific GRAS-cleared strains or in what
volumes.

PATTERN

FDA issued a 'no questions' GRAS response for a spore preparation of Heyndrickxia coagulans ATCC PTA-126829
(BC99) under GRN 1283, response dated March 18 2026. The FDA GRAS notice inventory lists GRN 1303 for
Bifidobacterium animalis subsp. lactis CGMCC5470 closed May 11 2026 and GRN 1317 for B. animalis subsp. lactis
CGMCC18610 closed August 20 2026, both with 'no questions' responses. A separate FDA GRAS inventory entry
shows Lactiplantibacillus plantarum CGMCC 6312 receiving a 'no questions' response dated March 31 2026. The EU
separately amended conditions for pasteurized Akkermansia muciniphila under Commission Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2026/391 dated February 23 2026.

IMPLICATION

A contract manufacturer that approves strains at species or subspecies level — rather than at named strain with
confirmed GRAS notice number — risks producing product for which the brand cannot demonstrate regulatory
clearance. Each new program requires a strain-level regulatory matrix before commercial quotation.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

By Q4 2026 build a strain-level regulatory matrix that records for every strain in the approved supplier list: the
exact strain designation, GRAS notice number or NDI file number, intended food categories, dosage conditions,
supplier, and finished-product stability method — and require any substitution to restart the matrix review.

SOURCES & WHAT THEY SIGNAL

e European Commission Union list of novel foods Records Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2026/391 dated
February 23 2026, amending use conditions and labeling for pasteurized Akkermansia muciniphila — showing that EU
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https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/novel-food/authorisations/union-list-novel-foods_en
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clearance is also format-specific (pasteurized, not live). The precise date on which the Union List was updated to reflect this
regulation could not be confirmed from cited sources.

e GRAS Notice Inventory - hfpappexternal.fda. Establishes that Lactiplantibacillus plantarum CGMCC 6312 received FDA 'no
questions' GRAS determination on March 31, 2026.

e FDA GRAS Notice GRN 1283 response letter — Heyndrickxia coagulans BC99 Primary FDA document confirming the
March 18 2026 'no questions' response for the spore preparation of Heyndrickxia coagulans ATCC PTA-126829, establishing
strain-specific regulatory clearance.

e GRAS Notices Confirms that lactis CGMCC18610 received 'no questions' GRAS response with closure dated August 20,
2026.
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https://hfpappexternal.fda.gov/scripts/fdcc/index.cfm?set=GRASNotices&sort=GRN_No&order=DESC&startrow=1&type=basic&search=bifido
https://www.fda.gov/media/191906/download
https://www.hfpappexternal.fda.gov/scripts/fdcc/index.cfm?order=DESC&search=&set=grasnotices&showAll=true&sort=GRN_No&type=basic
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SIGNAL 4 OF 4
Brand launches are extending probiotic formats beyond digestive capsules

into vaginal capsules, oral strips, eye gummies and retailer-exclusive
effervescents, each requiring distinct manufacturing qualifications

MEDIUM Short-term (3-12 months) First Deployments & Adoption Supply & Production Readiness

Demand & Narrative Formation Review

Several 2026 product events show probiotic and postbiotic products entering specialty delivery formats —
vaginal capsules, fast-dissolving oral strips, postbiotic gummies and effervescent supplements at mass retail
— signaling that brand customers will increasingly request formats that fall outside a contract

manufacturer's standard capsule and tablet lines.

REASONING

Multiple distinct commercial events from 2026, each naming a different non-standard format: (1) Probiotical
ingredients in Daré Bioscience's vaginal capsule Flora Sync LF5 and Wizard Wellness allergy products in oral-strip,
sinus-rinse and spray formats at Target, Walmart and CVS (announced September 22, reported September 29
2026); (2) the Eye-Mazen Gummy using EYEMUSE postbiotic (March 5 2026); (3) Probiogen Sport Biotic and Chill
Biotic effervescent supplements available exclusively at Walmart, as reported by Prepared Foods in September
2026 (exact launch date not confirmed in available sources). No single event alone signals a trend, but multiple
events in the same calendar year each pointing to a different non-capsule format collectively indicate that brand
owners are diversifying delivery. Confidence is Medium because the findings do not confirm which of these
products are contract-manufactured versus vertically manufactured by the brand, and format-specific regulatory
and segregation requirements are not detailed in the sources.

PATTERN

Probiotical reported on September 22 2026 (covered September 29) that its microbial ingredients appear in Flora
Sync LF5 vaginal probiotic capsules by Daré Bioscience and in Wizard Wellness allergy products in oral-strip, sinus-
rinse and spray formats distributed through Target, Walmart and CVS. Kyowa Hakko announced on March 5 2026
that EYEMUSE powered the Eye-Mazen Gummy, a postbiotic in gummy form for adults, teens and children.
Prepared Foods reported in September 2026 that Probiogen's Sport Biotic and Chill Biotic are effervescent
supplements available exclusively at Walmart; the exact launch date was not confirmed in the available sources.

IMPLICATION

A contract manufacturer whose capability statement covers only capsules and tablets will be unable to quote
these formats as brands diversify. Vaginal capsules require segregation and quality controls beyond digestive-
health supplements; oral strips and effervescent powders require moisture-sensitive equipment; gummies require
heat-stable or postbiotic ingredients rather than live cultures.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

By Q4 2026 assess the facility's current capability for vaginal capsules, oral strips, effervescent tablets and
powders, and gummies, then identify which formats need capital investment or a qualified CMO partner before
accepting brand inquiries.

SOURCES & WHAT THEY SIGNAL

e Nutritional Outlook — Probiotical expands beyond gut health: vaginal and allergy product launches Reports the
September 22 2026 announcement of Flora Sync LF5 vaginal capsule and Wizard Wellness oral-strip products using
Probiotical ingredients at Target, Walmart and CVS, establishing commercial launches in non-digestive probiotic formats.
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https://www.nutritionaloutlook.com/view/probiotical-expands-beyond-gut-health-vaginal-allergy-product-launches
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e Kyowa Hakko — EYEMUSE postbiotic featured in postbiotic eye gummy Dates the March 5 2026 commercial launch of a
postbiotic in gummy format for eye health, showing heat-treated postbiotic delivery in a moisture-and-heat-intensive
form.

e Prepared Foods — postbiotic and probiotic product developments Reports Probiogen Sport Biotic and Chill Biotic as
effervescent supplements exclusively at Walmart, adding a retailer-exclusive effervescent format to the 2026 format-
diversification pattern; exact launch date not confirmed in available sources.

e Prepared Foods — postbiotics keyword page Corroborates the Probiogen Walmart effervescent launch reporting.
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https://www.preparedfoods.com/keywords/12801-postbiotics
https://www.preparedfoods.com/articles/keyword/12801-postbiotics
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/kyowa-hakkos-eyemuse-postbiotic-featured-in-the-worlds-first-postbiotic-eye-gummy-302705786.html
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EZASSI SIGNALS
Point a signal at the products your customers will ask for next

Ezassi Signals keeps watching the companies, technologies and regulations that could change your plans, and

tells you what moved, how strong the evidence is, and what to do.

Book a 30-minute session: ezassi.com/request-a-meeting/ - info@ezassi.com
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